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FROM THE MINISTER'S DESK

about the differences between us and the conflicts those difference
produce. The differences seem especially pronounced when we a
faced with change. With any change, it seems, there are those wt
await it eagerly, those who dread it, and those to whom it makes lit
tle difference. You might be surprised what ministers hear some
times. Some want to know why the change took so long, some war
to know what was wrong with t|
others dondét <care. I mysel f |
and avoid others.

Our church is experimenting with some changes and has opportun

ties to consider others. We have a relatively new percussion grouj

Webre | earning some new hymns
anctuary before and during worship. We seem to be growing

2 fch €2 rice pro ém'to have. But it may mean we need to con

sider how to make space for everyone, literally as well as metaphor
3 cally. We may need additional
3 religious education, more room for gathering in the social hall, more
~ _ space in the sanctuary for services, more parking spaces. We m
4n want to consider moving to two services, with all the changes tha

would entail. There is the possibility of acquiring the 1.7 acre parce
i mmedi ately south of the churc

5 . . .
— and bordering on the Avenue of the Arts, as we consider what thi
5t %h%rch may r%e?(d five years from now or fifty

6 |l 6ve been thinking a | ot about
7 we call the Unitarian Universalist Church. | call it a microcosm be-

cause it is indeed a little universe, filled with the same things we finc

in the world outside our church walls and family. The church, like

; all human institutions, is made up of people with different back-

grounds, life experiences, beliefs, tastes, and personalities. And, ¢

9 course, | hardly need remind us that we are all imperfect. How cal

~ we hope to make one place for all people when we all differ from

10 ceach other? There are bound to be conflicts from time to time

S What does it mean to be a church that is trying to manage the inev
table differences between us?

[e0]

Please continue on page
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PRESI DENT6S REPORT:

Good news for our church! ! Everything is perfect doamopennot t
forum for members to#a i | or write to me with comments, questions, cor
zero.

Of course | know that we arenét perfect (well maybe fi@intho ©t )

And if in the future you do feel the need, the invitation still stands.

Did you know that our property was originally the Phoenix Fig Farms? At least that is what it says on a plot plan discAlting
Museum property. The property shown includes a 1.698 acre vacant commercial lot that adjoins the art museum and kgincidental
adjoins our church property. Therein lays the opportunity. The lot is being offered for sale separately from the mamrart m
building and property. The Board has expressed positive interest in purchasing the lot if (and here is the rub) a i@yncdato be

pay for it.

The most obvious advantage in such a move is the op@vnthatt unit
we can expand the church school using our existing property, but it would utilize all of our available space. In &gditicheicked

the parking lot the last several weeks, you know it was full to overflowing. While we can use existing museum parkhreg opw, t
portunity will not last forever.

Another advantage to the purchase is protection from less desirable uses. We currently have housing on two sidesrterehthe ap
building across the street, none of which are too detrimental to our quality of life. The available property is zonedidommicér
leaves the window open for almost any use. It would obviously be far better to control our own destiny.

How do we pay for it? Strange as it may sound, cash is not the immediate problem. We currently have $400,000 in thetendowme
fund and $100, 000 in a gener al reserve fund. Rat hahlbudgeto ur ¢
We are about $26,000 short of our pledge needs and $10,000 short of our special fund raising needs (ie. auction type events).

The asking price for the lot is $400,000 which would have to be reduced for us to consider the purchase. Also, anplkemdéuanis t

the endowment fund must be covered by a formal mortgage agreement between the endowment and the general church funds. Fur
more, money taken from the endowment fund would no longer generate current interest income. This leaves open thelgwestion of
we repay a mortgage when we are not even covering current expense.

Be assured that no decisions have been made, nor will they be made without further input. For additional informaticiegieage
the ministersé report. ~Brooks Marshall

Sermon Titles for March

Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder Lifeinthe FastLanéep hot o radar i s
you to slow down. How do we learn to pause and look at the world around us?

BROOKS MARSHALL

Rev. Terry Sms What We Dondt Know

| think sometimes we forget that, along with everything we do know, there is much we do not. Bearing tha
mind might help us avoid both error and arrogance. It might also help us live peacefully with each other in
complex world.

Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder The Greening of America
More and more of the popular culture is talking
respect for the earth.

Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder PalmSunday
I't would be a more interesting story if we didn
phal entry of Jesus into to the capital city (and then things go wrong, then right again).

@ go to table of contents
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ANNUAL AUCTION MARCH 13, 2010 |

We need auction items!!! What's an auction without auction items? (Hmmm, a church supper?) E]
time to share special talents & experiences with others. Be creative. Theme dinners ganieseare es- , \m

peciallypopular auction items. They don't have to be big affairstyusor three couples can adg to
afun-filled evening or afternoonProvide a service for auction like a trip to/from the airport, washing win-
dows, planting a tree, cleaning out a garage, fixing a computer, installing a home theatre or sound sygggTioN
organize a closet. And remember that donations of new and like new items, unlike things that you might
donate to a rummage salester an appealing auction. We all have something to share. In atlmodghnual Auction
depends upoBVERYONETto be a success.

Thanks goes out to those who have already volunteered to help. Working on the auction is a great way to get involved
meet people. |tds especially meaningful to Snow Birds
community in the short time that we are here. There are always opportunities to use a few more volunteers! Sign up
sheets are on the event table in the foyer.

Those of you who enjoyéd\n Eveningin New York" last year, will be pleased to learn that we are going, by way of our
imagination, to another glamour spot. Here are some cli¥esare negotiating with the Rat Pack for entertainment in the
Narthex Lounge. "Black Jack"Maddock will be hostinghe actionin the Choir Room Casinol'here will be Show Girls

to dazzle youan Auctioneeto frazzle you, and the ever popularSD Game to...grazzle you.

The All-You-CanEat (i f youdbre not too hungry) Buffet wildl be
$10. Drinks & chipswill be on the house for the big spenders.

Keep reminding yourself that Saturday, March 13, 4:00 p.m., UUC Meeting Hall is the date, time, and place of the Annu
Auction. You dondot want to miss it!

There are three very interesting facts surrounding the church,

There are three very interesting facts surrounding the church during these hard economic times.

The first is the undeniable fact of a financial deficit again this year (smaller than last years, but still a deficitd. ibtie

ing we can still pay our bills, but we will eat dangerously into a reserve fund that exists primarily for emergencies-and ul
pected opportunities. As a result, the Board has decided to do a second stewardship/pledge drive to eliminate/reduce tl
amount we will have to take from reserves. We will be asking people to stretche of you already have made such a
stretch and I, on behalf of the Board and church want to say thank you. | would like to ask that the rest of us consider a
additional increase.

The second fact is that the stewardship/pledge drive this year was successful in terms of response from the congregati
The numbers of increases and folks who were able to maintain their past level of giving were significant. Attendance is
strong and the programs of the church are both meaningful and varied, from tutoring others to small group ministry, to s
port of social justice, to meaningful worship on Sunday morning. There is nowhere we want to ¢uatdtkat means
stretching forward.

The third interesting fact is the availability of the lot adjoining the church property on our southern boundary. The churcl
leadership is excited about this once in a lifetime opportunity. They are also as nervous,as,cats,at;aiocking,chait,conve
in terms of how we can possibly respond. -

In the next weeks and months, decisions will have to be made about finances and about our future. Everyone needs to
come engaged in discussion and, the religious ¢t er

each other, talk to the Board members, talk to the ministers. Together we will find a path to our shared futl

@ go to table of contentm
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Y
& UUSC NEWS, MARCH 2010

As | write in midFebruary, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee has an assessment team on the ground in Hait
led by longtime UUSC Humanitarian Crisis staffer, Martha Thompson. Their mission is to develoanditbngterm
responses to earthquadtevastated Haiti. They also carried with them $35,790 worth of essential medical supplies (at a
cost of only $1,373) to hospitals affiliated with two of their indigenous partners. In addition, they have issued gvants to t
ruralbased organizations and two organizations in-BefRrince and Jacmel. Cheaokvw.uusc.orgfor the most recent
information.

Again, your generous response on behalf of the Haitian people has been awesome and heartwarmi
President and CEO, Charlie Clements and staff, and your UUSC committee, Jan Lundstrom, Sharo
Chuck and Judith Linden, say THANK YOU!

CANCER- A SUCCESS STORY

Can you imagine how | felt after the whiteced dental hygienist found a lump under my tongue? An oral sur-
geon's biopsy confirmed there was cancer, a second opinion from a surgeon at Mayo Clinic pleaded with me tc
follow through with more surgery as my only answer. The literature said that my cancer was treacherous, movil
along nerve canals, radiation treatment and more surgery would not eradicate it completely. Facing a future wit
myreniegas. POOF qUality of life, | chose alternative advice from Dr. Julian Whitaker, MD and the proprietress of the Sun City
Vitamin House who had healed herself of cancer through alternative treatments. During that period | noted, als
that Dr. Whitaker strongly supported the work of Dr. Burzynsky, MD in Houston who had huge success with brain cance
treatment for young children. Thinking | had little to lose, | went to the Burzynsky Clinic to listen to them, to stegtfor tr
ment if | were satisfied or simply return home. Dr. Burzynsky treats patients throughtnmive gene therapy, and ac-
cepted internal medical procedures. | stayed. That was April 2004, and my freedom from disease since that time is all |
could have asked. | would be glad to share my experience with any interested church members, thinking this may be al
tion to consider, if a member of your family faces the possibility of cancer in their life.
| will be sharing my experience in detail March 18th at 2 p.m. at UUC of Surprisiéyou are interested in learning more
about the options in cancer treatments | encourage you to come. Look for the flyer at the Church.
GoogleDr. Burzynsky, MDand for more aboufulian Whitaker, MD
Don Johnston's success stargizonacarcinoidieam.nédown load the pamphlet and scroll down to Don Johnston's story.)

% 3
‘,‘ ‘l Don Johnston
INTEF VEAVE

INTERWEAVE 1 A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Members & Friends

Judith Linden

Saturday, March 6 at 11:30 a.m. (New time and format)

All members are welcome to come to the riei¢rweave gathering. We start gathering at 11:30 a.m. in the Social Hall and
enjoy a shared patick lunch. Afterwards, our speaker will be Yvonne Parks, frdthAG (Parents & Friends of Leshians

& Gays) . Yvonne hails from Michigan and Minnesota ar
ent from that in the Midve s t . Sheodl | al so talk about -pdults.gr ams t o s

Saturday, April 17 i Phoenix Pride ParadeCan you walk a sloyaced mile? Then show your support for the GLBT
community by A ma-paced onangedride Raratlehaolsfor thé sigmp sheet in the Social Hall.

Results of the 2010 $-U-P-E-R Bowl for Caring Luncheon. I f you havendét heard, it

the generous donations of time, ingredients and money, Interweave/UUCSAZ, will be donating $71&liethéew
Community Food BankAdditionally, we donated 25 canned goods toWestside Food BankNationally, to date, more

than 6800 groups have donated more than $6,770,000.
@ @ go to table of contents

AAAAAAAA
POGGENBURG

For additional information, contact Mary Anne Poggenburg.


http://www.uusc.org/
http://www.burzynskiclinic.com/
http://www.drwhitaker.com/defaultBlank.aspx?contentID=4240
http://www.arizonacarcinoidteam.net/
http://community.pflag.org/Page.aspx?pid=375
http://www.phoenixpride.org/parade.html
http://valleyviewfoodbank.wordpress.com/
http://valleyviewfoodbank.wordpress.com/
http://www.firstfoodbank.org/
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Jessica Myrabo Thomas

over the world. National Merit Scholar she attended nursing school at Walter Reed Ar
I nstitute of Nursing. She had a bachel
worked in a variety of nursing roles including administration and teaching. She was margied
in 1973 and had one daughter, Alison. Jim and Jessica married in 1993 and were bless¢d
with a successful blending of families and lives. She loved to read, toy with the computef
and stay in touch with family and friends. She was passionate about social justice and p
serving the earthWe will miss this lovely lady.

Deree's Cormnerd

We extend our condolences to Lee Vore over the loss of his daughter.

JESSSICATHOMAS

Ardis Parker is home from the hospital and ready for Bridge. We
played bridge with her, as she
play. o We assured her that she

ian experiment
Continued from
, Minister's Desk

Galil Flint had a fall and has some broken bones in his foot and arm. |
hope it doesndét interfere with
Cards to encourage him would be welcome.

Mary Helen Wickmann has been moved to Paso del Rio Nursing home
for better care. To some degree, all human endeavor is a
continuing experiment. None of us knows
Mary Lou Hagen was honored by the Sunday School with a chart they always what is best. We cannot please
had made for all the work she does on Church grounds. | guess they dideryone all the time, or perhaps any of the
n't know that she alsattaches the names on monthly newsletters and time. What makes the world work best? |
distributes them at church, or mails the ones that go to people that candad n 6 t think we shoul
get to church. Busy lady, our Mary Lou. honest disagreements with each other. But
| often think what | need to do is criticize
Nancy Bechtoltspent a couple of weeks in California, rumor has it that less, appreciate more, and keep not only an
she was looking for a retirement home. We have them here in Arizonagpen mind but an open heart.
Nancy. Next stop for her, another new knee.
We may not all agree on whatever changes
Alliance held their monthly meeting at AhSo Restaurant in Peoria.  We decide collectively to make. Not every-
While thereDiane Valdezannounced that she would be acting (as well ON€ may be pleased. But each one of us is

as costuming) at the West Village Little Theater. We will look forward & Précious individual who cares about this
to seeing the play at the next meeting. church. In the end, | think what will serve

our church best as it moves into its future is
John Ponseigh as done it againé. . bowl e¥athgsgervedugswelhinithe past gwile ¢

300. Congratulations, John. ingness to listen deeply to, and care deeply
about, each other; to be as accepting as we

Ruth and Jim Flom have taken up residence at the Royal Oaks in Sun €@n; and to let whatever small disagree-
City. ments we may have fall away in light of
what is most important. In the words of
the hymn, AWake Now N
Asuffer thy | imit, an

That's all today, Doree

go to table of contents YOUrs in faith,
Terry

DOREE CONNER
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GLORIA ANDERSON

STEVE AND JEAN DEAL AND SONS

Our new member, Gloria Anderson, has
the best of two worlds: she spends her,
winters in Sun City and her summers in
Toronto, Ontario. As a Canadian, she
spends six months in Canada to keep he
Ontario health plan.

New members of our church are the Deal family: Steve
and Jean and their sons, Cameron, 7, and Owen, 5. Whe
Cameron expressed an interest in religion, they checkec
fhe Internet and located our church.

Steve was raised a Unitarian and Jean joined after the
married. They were highchool sweethearts and both
Llgent to Eastern lllinois University where Steve earned a

Gloria rented a condo in Sun City last
year and liked it so well she is now a Sun City hamaer.
After consulting the Internet, she was happy to find our U
congregation within driving distance. She has been a U
member in Mississauga, Ontario, since 1967.

aster 6s de-tpngeage patmolody,ppedeleah,
Bachel orb6s degree in Bus

eands brother Il ives in Ar
ecided to locate in a warmer climate, Arizona was their
hoice. They moved from Elk Grove Village in lllinois to
rizona 15 years ago.

In 1967, Gloria went back to school to study business adminfi
stration at Sheridan Community College. After graduation
she went to work at the University of Toronto and remaine
there for 24 years. She was a Trust Officer in the Finance

Division prior to retirement. Steve is a speech language pathologist in the Deer Valle

School District and works with kids from preschool to 8

dGIorlz;l]thad tr(1)ree ghlIdLetn: I'a son, SO\tN _decezsctar(]j, a?r? MRade. Jean is a finance manager at American Express ar
augnhters. ©ne daugnter fives in Lntario an € oher Myds an accounting team. Cameron is a second grader i

Mlssour_l. _She_ has t_hree grandchildren: two boys in Cana fle Peoria District and Owen attends preschool three day:
and a girl in Missouri. a week

She says she used to do crafts but recently has become T - " -
avid reader of politics and history. She loves the Sun Citgl:l’{;e 5 (;al fasmgye:snlnéo C?mﬁ lzgi, hrlkmgs’ in(rjn?ﬁgc? CQ mg.c

tlbra{_y. %urrecr:ltly, 3he says, U.S. politics are a lot more ine state of Arizona. o 3
eresting than -anadian. willing to give pointers to persons interested in this art.

Gloria will be heading back to Toronto in April. Try to catch

. ) Th f n me m
her for a chat about politics or about what she likes about h%ﬁurshs \?Velcomzlu ' ew embers ar
Ontario Health Plan. ' '

By Vivian Wood

{ Y
;X

& - VIR
VIVIAN WOOD

Sue Tessendorf and Darlene Cole are now new members
and they will be featured next month.

@ go to table of contents





















