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Early adopter.  Have you heard this term?  I had not until Walt, who 

is one, told me what the term meant when he bought his I-pad.  An 

ñearly adopterò is a person who embraces new technology before 

most other people do.  Iôm not an early adopter. 

 

 People (O.K., perhaps ministers most often) seem to find 

that one thing suggests another; that an ordinary occurrence in daily 

life teaches an important lesson in another context.  This is the use-

fulness of metaphors; the parables Jesus used so effectively.  So Iôve 

been thinking about ñearly adoptersò as examples for me in the con-

text of social justice action. 

 

 Bonaro Overstreet wrote a poem, ñStubborn Ounces,ò that 

was published in Hands Laid Upon the Wind, p. 15.  The sub-title of 

the poem is "To One who Doubts the Worth of Doing Anything If 

You Can't Do Everything."  

 

"You say the little efforts that I make 

will do no good: they never will prevail 

to tip the hovering scale 

where justice hangs in balance. 

I don't think 

I ever thought they would. 

But I am prejudiced beyond debate 

in favor of my right to choose which side 

shall feel the stubborn ounces of my weight." 

I sometimes wonder how worthwhile our efforts for social 

causes are, especially the early steps we take hoping that they will 

lead to justice.  I say hoping, because there are no guaranties of suc-

cess, and that is most plain in the early going.  I sometimes have 

doubts about wasting my time and my energies on something that 

may never come to pass.  I like the idea of choosing ñwhich side 

shall feel the stubborn ounces of my weight.ò  But I secretly want 

mine to be among the last stubborn ounces, the ones that turn the 

tide, that bring justice about quickly. 
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Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder   On July 4,    On July 4th, 1826, both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died. 

The ideas that they championed with their lives continue in an extraordinary experiment in self-governance.  It is 
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Rev. Anne Hines, guest speaker  

Patty Willis, guest speaker-  Patty is a seminary student at the Earlham School of Religion in Richmond, Indiana  

Presidentôs Report  

Lisa McDanielïHutchings, guest speaker     

We have reached 2010ôs mid-point  and I thought it time to update the problems and decisions facing your board of trustees.  You 

probably thought all the board members did was sit around, drink coffee, eat donuts and tell jokes.  Although there are moments of 

levity, there is also a great deal of serious thought and debate that takes place.  I think the following recap will illustrate the importance 

of the decisions that need to be made over the following year. 

THE ECONOMY  

Whence goest the economy?  It is very difficult to plan for the future when the economic picture continues to be grim.  We have gone 

back to the congregation for a second fund drive that was very successful, but we realize there is a limit. 

THE BUDGET  

Prior to the second fund drive, we did a careful analysis of the budget and determined that pledge income and fund raising would be 

less than budgeted in 2010.  Without some kind of action, the originally contemplated $26,000 deficit would actually be closer to nega-

tive $45,000 and that prompted the second drive.  In other words, we are back to the deficit that was anticipated in the budget approved 

by the congregation last December. 

It is against the backdrop of bad worldwide economic news and not such great news on the home front that we are making our deci-

sions and there are many decisions to be made. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Reggie Johnston has agreed to chair the childrenôs R.E. committee and to be the prime mover in putting together the necessary pro-

grams for the next church year.  Her background in education makes her particularly well suited for the job.  The question for the board 

is how long we can go before needing a paid Director of Religious Education. 

CO- MINISTERS  

Beginning in September, Walt and Terry will be operating on a half-time, co-minister basis.  Waltôs desire to move towards retirement 

and Terryôs desire to maintain his law firm ties prompted the arrangement.  It  represents a reduction in minister time with a corre-

sponding reduction of $17,000 in total minister compensation for 2011.  The reduction in time was to have been offset by assistance 

from a paid Director of Religious Education which is why that decision becomes more critical.    Not only are we trying to anticipate 

when the R.E. Committee should assume an over-sight role (with a paid DRE) but also when a paid DRE is needed to augment the 

ministers. 

INTERN  

A possible solution to augmenting the ministers time is Patty Willis, the woman who played the lead in Man from Magdalena, a terrific 

operetta/musical presented to the church several Sundays ago.  She has expressed a desire to serve as an intern.  This would be the 

same position so successfully filled by Terry and Adam Robersmith, both previous interns.  The cost of the internship could be covered 

by money saved on the DRE.    (continue on page 3) 
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MUSIC PROGRAM  

We are fortunate that Jim Flom is able to provide consultation for the summer music program. 

MUSEUM LAND PURCHASE 

There is a great deal of enthusiasm for purchase of the land adjacent to the church, but given the considerations outlined above, 

$300,000 seems like a great deal of money. 

RADIO SHOW  

Waltôs weekly radio show is a relatively inexpensive way for us to achieve community outreach.  It is our way of proselytizing and gen-

eral sentiment is that it would be a shame to discontinue it.  So far the cost has been met by separate donations. 

 

Nobody said it would be easy! 

Brooks Marshall 

President 

President report continued from page 2 

Rev. Karen Stoyanoff 

Patty Willis, guest speaker 

Patty Willis, guest speaker 

Karla  Brockie, guest speaker   Karla is a seminary student 

Lisa McDaniel-Hutchings, guest speaker 
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A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Members & Friends   

Interweave Calendar 2010 ï 2011 

Saturdays, Social Hall, 11:30 a.m. ï 1:30 p.m. 

(Unless otherwise noted) 

September 4, 2010 (Labor Day Weekend): 

ñWelcome Backò BBQ 

Nominations for Recipients for Souper Bowl 

November 6, 2010: 

Plan for Souper Bowl Fund Raiser 

Guest Speakers from Organizations 

Joshua Tree 

West Valley Food Bank 

Valley View Community Food Bank 

AGAPE Network 

January 8, 2011: 

Guest Speaker/Workshop 

Detailed Planning for Super Bowl (team leads, special announcements, external PR) 

February 5, 2011 (1:00 ï 4:00 p.m.): 

Cooking Prep for Annual Souper Bowl Fund Raiser Luncheon 

February 6, 2011 (Sunday, 9:30 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m.): 

Final Prep & Serving of Annual Souper Bowl Fund Raiser Luncheon 

March 5, 2011: 

Guest speaker/workshop 

Preliminary Planning for 2011 Pride Parade (special announcements, handouts, post-gathering) 

 

April 16, 2011 ï Unconfirmed! (8:30 a.m. ï 2:30 p.m.) 

Phoenix Pride 2011 Parade 

Post Parade Gathering 

May 7, 2011: 

ñYear-Endò BBQ? 

Speaker/Workshop 

Calendar for 2011-2012 

WESTSIDE UPDATE 

  
Many people are under the impression that the Westside Food Bank has closed. This rumor is not true. They are still in 

operation. They still offer emergency food boxes, and have the Food Value Program as well as Kids Café. They are still 

accepting food and of course money donations. Please tell all your friends and neighbors that Westside is still there for 

people who need help. Speaking of help, our next Church food drive will be Sunday, July 18, 2010.  

  

MOST NEEDED ITEMS  

· Canned meats: tuna and chicken 

· Meals in cans: beef stew, chicken and dumplings, ravioli, soups 

· Canned vegetables and fruit, dry and canned beans 

· Peanut Butter 

· Cereal  

 

 I want to thank everyone for your donations. So far this year you/we have donated 929 pounds of food and 

$1,165.00. Letôs see if by the next food drive we can put that total over one ton. 

 

 
Continued on page 5 
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Presented by Robert Talboys 

CURRENT CONDITIONS  

· The Food Bank distributed more than 5.8 million pounds of food (5,825,079) into the community in January of 

2010. Thatôs an 8 percent increase over the same period in 2009, when the economy was already well into the 

throws of the recession. 

· Nearly 30,000 Emergency Food Box distributions (29,644) were made in January 2010. That represents a 15.5 

percent increase over the 25,659 EFBs distributed in January of 2009, again showing that the number of hungry is 

still rising despite the economic reports of an improved economy. 

 In calendar year 2009, the Food Bank distributed nearly 400,000 Emergency Food Boxes  (391,761), an incredible 

88.26 percent increase over calendar year 2008 (208,092). 

Westside Food Bank continued 

UUSC  July/August Newsletter 
 

As I write this on a rainy day in Iowa, Iôve been toying with the idea that somehow Nature has confused Des Moines, 

Iowa with Des Moines, Washington. Weôre not accustomed to rain thirteen out of fifteen days! But looking on the bright 

side, itôs green, very green! 

 

Chuck and I, and I think I can speak for Jan Lundstrom as well, are looking forward to General Assembly in Minneapo-

lis. There will be many opportunities for us to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist Service Committeeôs work in 

the U.S. and around the world. There will be difficult choices to be made because there are too many workshops and 

events and not enough time at GA.  UUSC will have workshops on Women Organizing for Workersô Rights,  the UUSC 

response and update on Haiti and  Human Rights in Israel and Palestine, among others. The three of us will also be at-

tending a breakfast for UUSC Volunteers. I trust all of us will come back with our hearts and minds overflowing. 

 

UUSC also reports that the response to Guest At Your Table was a Huge Success so we again thank all of you for com-

mitment  to UUSC and its goals as an organization dedicated to human rights for all.  

 

Judith Linden 

UUSC Local Representative 

George John Volkommer 

George John Vollkommer, 81, died on May 31, 2010, in Sun City.  Services were held June 4, 2010 at 

our Church.  Alliance served refreshments. 

George joined our church in June of 2009, met and made friends with the Lunch Bunch and was a mem-

ber of Millie Steereôs Small Ministry group.  He was born August 19, 1928, in Jamaica, New York  In 

1946 , he entered the Army Air Corps and following his discharge, he entered Columbia University in 

New York City.  After two years at Columbia, he left and found a job in Chicago in the insurance indus-

try.  He married his wife, Margaret, on October 10, 1953.  After a number of moves, they settled in 

Woodstock, Illinois.  They had six children, George, Paul, Roy, Theresa, Susan and Glen and eight 

grandchildren.  George remained in the Pension planning field until retirement.  His wife died in 1997 

and in 2003 he left Woodstock to move to Sun City.  He loved the sun and was an avid golfer. 
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Cindy and Keith Heun 

CINDY AND KEITH HEUN 
 

 Cindy and Keith are new to Unitarian Universalism.  They come 

from different religious backgrounds and were looking for something that 

bridged the differences.  They think Unitarian Universalism may be the an-

swer. 

 

 Keith is a native Arizonan.  Cindy was originally from Oregon but 

came to Arizona in 1974.  The Heuns moved from Phoenix to Tucson in 

1990 and lived there for 17 years before moving back to this area. 

 

 Cindy attended Pima Community College in Tucson.  Keith earned 

his B.S. degree in Public Programs from Arizona State University in 1986.   

 

                                                                Keith works at the Arizona Industries for the Blind which manufactures                   

                            stretchers for the Army.  Cindy worked there until health problems  

 

                  forced her to quit. 

 

Keith likes outdoor activities.  He likes bowling and would love to get in a bowling league.  Cindy likes music and would 

like to sing in the choir.  She became interested in paganism in 200l.  Learning more about it from Cindy sounds like fun. 

 

 Welcome, Cindy and Keith.   

Mary Ann Harding  

Mary Ann 

Harding will be 

featured in the 

September 

newsletter, we 

will welcome 

come her there. 

Many thanks to Vivian Wood and John Ponseigo for their dedication to writing 

the bioôs of our new members and taking pictures for the newsletter and pic-

ture board. The picture board of new members is located in the social hall. 
































